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ABSTRACT: The European Quality Framework (2014) underlines how ECEC quality should be linked to a 
holistic approach in which education and care are intertwined.  However, at the European level, there is a 
general trend to treat children as ‘academic learners’ at younger ages (Fukkink, 2017). Within this 
perspective, the role of space is crucial: in an ‘educare approach’, the space as ‘third educator’ should address 
the holistic wellbeing of children and families (Galardini, 2003).  

The project’s overall goal is creating ECEC environments that support children’s development in a holistic 
way, taking into account the diverse needs of children and families, with special attention to the ones at risk 
of social exclusion. The specific objectives are to: 1) examine existing visions and methods related to 
organizing ECEC environments, with a focus on educare and on family involvement; 2) increase ECEC staff’s 
reflective/relational/methodological competences related to the connection space/educare, with attention 
to involving children and families, particularly the ones at risk of social exclusion; 3) promote ECEC innovation 
by experimenting new methods concerning how to improve spaces within an educare approach, and how to 
adapt this experimentation to other local and EU contexts; 4) specify how national and EU policy should 
address this issue, through policy recommendations elaborated by analyzing strengths and critical points of 
he experimentations. 

NETWORK DEL PROGETTO: Italia; Lituania, Belgio 

RUOLO ALL’INTERNO DEL NETWORK: Examine existing visions and methods related to organizing ECEC 
environments, with a focus on edu-care and on family involvement. Three observational and longitudinal 
studies will be conducted in ECEC in the different countries involved: Italy, Belgium and Lithuania 


